MAPUTO

CITY OVERVIEW

Maputo, the capital of Mozambique, is located in the south
of the country, and covers an area of 300 Km2. In 1997,
with a density of 3.700 Hab/Km?, the city housed 45% of
the total Mozambican urban population, 50% of which
was considered to live below the poverty line. Recent data
indicates an increasing rural-urban migration contributing
to higher poverty and vulnerability levels.

CLIMATE CHANGE RISKS AND VULNERABILITY

Maputo is highly vulnerable to the effects of climate
change since it faces the Indian Ocean and is the most
densely populated urban area in Mozambique. The rising
sea level has resulted in salty intrusion, impacting on
agricultural activities and contributing to urban poverty.
Further sea-level rises will result in flooding of the lowest
topographical areas - which are the most populated -
negatively impacting on the urban poor who have limited
capacity to adapt to climate change.

There is a reduction of sand strips on the beaches due to
the continuous movement of the sea, resulting in serious
coastal erosion problems and impacting negatively on
economic activities. Further, the city’s three islands located
a few kilometers from the coast show clear evidence of
climate change effects which include the disappearance
of mangroves, degradation of water quality in wells,
desertification, exposure of sand dunes, worsening wind
erosion, loss of coastline and lack of arable land for
domestic agriculture.

CURRENT CLIMATE CHANGE RESPONSE AND
RESILIENCE

1. The Maputo Municipality, in collaboration with a local
educational and research institution, has recently
launched the “Rapid Urban Air Quality Assessment”
(RUA) project which aims at evaluating emission
levels within the municipality and surrounding areas
to facilitate rapid decision making.

2. The current restructuring of the Municipality includes
two new departments for environmental inspection
and management intended to strengthen the role of
the municipality in the enforcement of mitigation and
adaptation measures.

3. The current reconstruction of the National Disaster
Management Institute, will address the gap between
emergency humanitarian response and long-term
reconstruction within the current Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) government policies, strategies and
institutional setting.

Coastal erosion © UN-HABITAT/Bridget Oballa

Population: 1 million (2007). Greater Maputo
(Maputo, Matola and Marracuene) 2-2.5 million
 Economy: Agriculture, Fishing, Trade, and Serwces
Governance: Decentralized

Role in Country : Capital, Administrative, Commerctal
and Educational Center
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